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To work jointly and in a coordinated 
way in fostering balanced and healthy 
economic, environmental and social 
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6 Focus on Communities  •  Summer 2008
A Q&A with the Southern Growth 
Policies Board’s Jim Clinton
Jim Clinton served as executive director of the North Carolina-based 
Southern Growth Policies Board from 
1989 to 2008, during which time he led 
efforts to transform it into the dynamic 
public policy think tank it is today. 
Southern Growth serves 13 southern 
states and Puerto Rico. He recently 
became CEO of the Cenla Advantage 
Partnership in Louisiana. Prior to 
working for Southern Growth, he was 
president of the Louisiana Partnership 
for Technology and Innovation and of 
the Gulf South Research Institute.









FOCUS: What do you see as the most 
critical issues affecting community 










FOCUS: What must communities do to 














FOCUS: How can Southern Growth 












FOCUS: How have efforts in Georgia 


















FOCUS: What are Southern Growth’s 



















FOCUS: What do you see as the 
South’s top advantages for competing 










FOCUS: What advice do you have for 
Georgia’s economic developers who 
are preparing their communities and 
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Finding a Forum for Sustainability
This fall semester, Georgia Tech renewed its Innova-
tions in Economic Development Forum, a series 
of free monthly presentations convening faculty, 
students, researchers, economic developers, and 
policy-makers to discuss leading-edge ideas and 
practices. The theme this term is “To Survive and 
Thrive—Policies and Practices for Sustainable 
Growth.”
In early September, Marilyn Brown, Ph.D., a Georgia 
Tech professor of energy policy and co-recipient 
of the 2007 Nobel Prize, launched the series with 
a presentation on “Shrinking the Carbon Footprint 
in Metropolitan Areas.” Her research has provided 
comparable carbon footprints for this country’s 100 
largest metro areas, which gets at relative energy 
efficiency and composes “a map of vulnerability.”  
She discussed factors that play a role in deter-
mining carbon emissions, such as development 
patterns and freight transport, and offered 
several recommendations related to the 
economy, to markets, and to policy. These 
ranged from putting a price on carbon and 
increasing energy R&D to better planning 
of freight shipments and passing climate 
legislation. Her complete presentation can 
be found at www.stip.gatech.edu/forum.
Three more forums are on the fall 
horizon at Atlanta’s Technology Square. 
See the newsletter’s final page for topics 
and dates. For more information, call Robert 
Lann at 0.8.375 or Hazel Taylor at 
0.8.0730.
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Elsewhere at Georgia Tech











•	Georgia Economic Developers 
Association Annual Conference	
September	24–26,	2008,	Savannah
•	Healthy Aging: Trends in 
Community, Housing, and Senior 
Living Design	
September	29–30,	2008,	Atlanta





Addressing Environmental Challenges in the 









NOvember 19, 2008 
How Large U.S. Cities Are Amplifying Global 
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